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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3, 7 and 12-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over van Cruyningen [US. 5,805,167] in view of Hunleth et al. [US. 

2005/0044509]. 

As to claims 1 , 7, 12, 15-16 van Cruyningen teaches a computer implemented 
method and corresponding apparatus for a menu selection comprising the 
steps/means for a pointing device for indicating a type of selection by one of 
making a stroke having a direction and designating a location (figure 5, (46), 
column 3, lines 57-67); and a computer connected to a display and said pointing 
device, and determining selection criteria for the type and a menu selection based 
on a method of selection from one of the stroke and the location (column 8, line 65 
through column 9, line 51). 

Van Cruyningen fails to clearly teach a display displaying a menu comprising a 
radial marking menu portion and a linear menu portion. However, Hunleth et al. 
teach the radial marking menu portion at figure 5A-B and the linear menu portion 
at figure 1A-B. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to combine the radial and linear menus of Hunleth with van 
Cruyningen's system. Motivation of the combination would have been to enhance 
menu performance. 

As to claim 2, van Cruyningen teaches the menu including at least nine selectable 
menu items (figure 5). 

As to claim 3, van Cruyningen also teaches the menu including at least nine 
selectable menu items (figure 1A). 

As to claims 13-14, 17, van Cruyningen teaches specifying selection criteria of a 
radial marking menu item when a method of selection is a stroke direction in the 
radial marking menu portion (figure 5, (46), column 3, lines 57-67) and specifying 
selection criteria of a linear location menu item when a method of selection uses 
an end point of the stroke when the stroke is in a linear location selection region 
(column 15, lines 20-67). 

Van Cruyningen fails to clearly teach a display displaying a menu comprising a 
radial marking menu portion and a linear menu portion. However, Hunleth et al. 
teach the radial marking menu portion at figure 5A-B and the linear menu portion 
at figure 1A-B. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to combine the radial and linear menus of Hunleth with van 
Cruyningen's system. Motivation of the combination would have been to enhance 
menu performance. 
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As to claims 18-19, van Cruyningen shows making a stroke in a menu, selecting a 
displayed first item of the menu when the stroke terminates inside the displayed 
first item of the menu (figure 5, column 3, line 56 through column 4, line 5) and 
selecting, based on the stroke, a second item of the menu, when the stroke does 
not terminate inside any displayed items of the menu (column 9, lines 26-44). 
Van Cruyningen fails to clearly teach a display displaying a menu comprising a 
radial marking menu portion and a linear menu portion. However, Hunleth et al. 
teach the radial marking menu portion at figure 5A-B and the linear menu portion 
at figure 1A-B. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to combine the radial and linear menus of Hunleth with van 
Cruyningen's system. Motivation of the combination would have been to enhance 
menu performance. 

As to claims 20-22, while Hunleth teaches a radial portion and a linear portion, van 
Cruyningen teaches a menu selection being based on a stroke (column 4, lines 1- 
25), selection of a radial menu item of radial portion being suppressed when a 
pointer location is in the linear portion (column 16, lines 42-65); the radial menu 
item selection being reactivated when the pointer location exits a linear item in the 
linear portion (column 13, lines 25-65) and when the pointer location crosses a 
radial portion boundary line extending across the menu (column 13, lines 1-48). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to combine the radial and linear menus of Hunleth with van 
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Cruyningen's system. Motivation of the combination would have been to enhance 
menu performance. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Mylinh Tran. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Mon - Thu from 7:00AM to 3:00PM at 571-272-4141 . 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Weilun Lo, can be reached at 571-272-4847. 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned are as follows: 

571-273-8300 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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